Wow another month

has flown by. | hope
everyone is finding
that the market has
picked up some.
March will also be a
busy month in the as-
sociation. March 9th
is an educational
seminar on How to
Network. This is one |
think will be good for
all of us! March 17th
is the GM meeting with
a preview to the golf
outing. March will also
be our first Member
Mingle. Thank You to
American Kennedy
Hahn for sponsoring
this event. More infor-
mation on this will be
coming out soon. And
of course The Bowling
For Scholarship
event is scheduled for
the 20th of this month.
Finally we will be
holding CPR training
on March 25th. More
information on all of
these events can be
found in this
newsletter.

Information on
sponsorship
opportunities for the
2010 Parade of

Homes and the 2010
Golf Outing can also
be found in this
months’ newsletter..

My focus for 2010 is
Membership and Do
Business with a
Member. We need to
call other members
and see what they
have to offer us, we
need to get the subs
we are working with to
join the association.
The key to allowing us
to grow and become a
stronger force is mem-
bers and working with
members,.

Hope to see you all at
the March 17th GM
Meeting.

Feel free to contact
me or any other board
member with your
guestions and
concerns.

Sincerely,

David Bennett
Southport Heating
& Cooling
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Supreme Court Supports Free
Speech

In mid-January the U.S. Supreme
Court handed down a much antici-
pated decision in the Citizens United
v FEC case. Court watchers have
been expecting this case for the
past few months and on recently the
decision was finally announced.

In a 5-4 decision the court decided
that:

« Corporate spending on issue ad-
vocacy communications cannot be
restricted, which will bar provisions
of McCain-Feingold and efforts by
states to place restrictions on when
issues ads can be aired before an
election.

« Disclaimer and disclosure require-
ments are permissible for independ-
ent expenditures and issue advo-
cacy communications.

« Direct corporate campaign contri-
butions still may be prohibited. In
other words, states like Wisconsin
that forbid corporations from making
direct contributions to candidates
and political action committees may
continue to do so.

“Good government” groups have
issued statements that this change
will have a horrible effect on Cam-
paign 2010. Others noted that they
believed this decision was going to
go even further by allowing direct
corporate contributions to cam-
paigns and political action commit-
tees and would also forbid govern-
ment from disclosure requirements.
The attorney that WBA and the
Building Industry Council (BIC) uses
for election and grass roots lobbying
matters summarized the decision
like this. “As expected, Citizens
United is a landmark campaign
finance decision that will have direct
implications on political speech in
2010 and beyond. In the next few
weeks, regulators will need to de-

cide how to try to address un-
constitutional regulations while
legislators will need to try to
address unconstitutional state
laws that conflict with today’s
holding. Government bodies
that do not act quickly are likely
to face litigation challenging
speech restrictions that remain
in place. We will, of course,
continue to study and evaluate
the broad effects of Citizens
United on state or federal cam-
paign finance law as well as
other areas of political speech.”

Save the Date: April 21, 2010
for NAHB Legislative Confer-
ence

This year NAHB'’s annual lobby
day is set for Wednesday, April

21, 2010 in Washington

D.C. Members can begin regis-
tering on line starting this com-

ing Monday, February 8, 2010.

Much like our Business Day in
Madison this is the last opportu-
nity to join other members from
throughout Wisconsin and the
country to advocate for impor-
tant housing issues directly to
your member of Congress.

For more information including

a draft agenda, please visit
www.nahb.org/Legcon.

Kanavas decides against 3rd
full term in State Senate; Rep.
Zipperer frontrunner

In a surprise announcement
State Senator Ted Kanavas (R-
Brookfield) announced that he
would not be seeking a third full
term in the state Senate. Kana-
vas was first elected to the
state Senate in a special elec-
tion in the summer of 2001 to
replace Margaret Farrow who
was selected by then Governor
Scott McCallum to serve as
Wisconsin's first female Lieu-
tenant Governor.

It was rumored that Kanavas
was leaving the state Senate to
explore a run against U.S.
Senator Russ Feingold but by
the end of the week Kanavas
announced that was not inrhis

future plans. The bottom line
on why Kanavas decided
against another run for the
state Senate in his very safe,
very Republican Senate seat is
he wanted to spend more time
perusing business opportuni-
ties in the private sector. In
other words he wanted to make
more money at a job outside of
politics.

Quickly after Kanavas'’ retire-
ment announcement Repre-
sentative Rich Zipperer (R-
Brookfield) announced he
would not run for re-election to
his state Assembly seat in
order to run for Kanavas’ state
Senate seat.

Zipperer is the early front run-
ner for this seat for a number of
reasons starting with the fact
that his current assembly seat
is a 71.5% GOP seat, he was
endorsed today by former Lieu-
tenant Governor and state
Senator Margaret Farrow, and
it is very likely he will receive
the early endorsement of both
Kanavas and Congressman F.
James Sensenbrenner
(Zipperer served as a longtime
staff member for Sensenbren-
ner).

All of the above reasons in
addition to the fact that Zip-
perer received 59% of the vote
in the Republican primary for
his current Assembly seat in a
five way primary.

Convention fundraiser recap

Thank you to those who hosted
and attended the fundraiser
during our state convention to
raise funds for the WBA Build-
ing a Better Wisconsin PAC
and the NAHB BUILD-PAC. |
am happy to report that your
efforts on this event helped
raise over $5000 for both
PACs.



A special thank you to our special
invited guests, Rep. Roger Roth, Reid
Ribble and Sen. Kapanke, all mem-
bers running for Congress in 2010.

We look forward to incorporating an
event like this to be part of WBA con-
ventions in the future!

CO bill passes State Senate and
Assembly

Recently the bill to require the installa-
tion of carbon monoxide detectors in
one and two-family homes (SB 415)
was passed by the state Senate and
state Assembly. The bill passed the
state Senate on a voice vote and the
state Assembly by a vote of Ayes 69,
Noes 27.

You may remember that part of the
2009-2010 WBA GA Agenda, which
was approved by the WBA Board of
Directors in October 2008, included a
provision to support legislation that
would require carbon monoxide alarms
to be installed in Wisconsin

homes. Existing homes would be
required to install a plug-in alarm and
any new one or two-family home
would be required to install a hard-
wired carbon monoxide alarm.

These bills mirror the current smoke
detector law which essentially means
that to comply with this new require-
ment you would simply need to re-
place a smoke alarm with a “combo
alarm” that acts as both a smoke and
carbon monoxide detector in new
homes. If this bill is ultimately signed
into law by the governor it would not
take effect until February 1, 2011.

We expect Governor Doyle to sign this
bill into law soon and are hopefully that
it will be a public bill signing that we
can participate in.

Thank you to members who helped lobby on
this, without your efforts this would have not
moved this quickly.

Feingold down in hypothetical race against
TGT

A poll was recently released that showed U.S.
Senator Russ Feingold trailing in hypothetical
match up against former Wisconsin Governor
Tommy Thompson by a margin of 47-43.

The poll, conducted with a sample size of 500
likely voters in Wisconsin also showed that
Tommy had much better favorability numbers
than Feingold. Tommy had a 56-39 favorable/
unfavorable ratio while Feingold’s numbers
came in at 47-48. A 47-48 favorable/
unfavorable ratio, regardless of who the GOP
candidate will be is not good news for Senator
Feingold in his efforts to win a third full term in
the U.S. Senate.

For the GOP all eyes continue to be on Tommy
Thompson to see if he will actually “make the
plunge” and challenge Feingold this fall.

For more information on the above legislative
matters please contact WBA Director of Govern-
ment and Political Affairs Brad Boycks
(bboycks@wisbuid.org or 608-242-5155, ext.
16).
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Julie Meyer, CMB, Vice President and MortgadgnRigdd at Johnson Bank was named
2009 Associate of the Year at the Wisconsg/Astmsation® (WBA) Convention February -
Radisson Paper Valley Hotel in  Appleton,Wi$cdhsin Builders Assoctai@n organization of
more than 6,000 members committed to preseprimmatiiy the American dream of home own
working for quality, safe and affordable hossogmsin.

The WBA Associate of the Year is one of thébigihiestn associate member can attain.
of past winners evaluates each candidate’®patiteasand their level of activity within \\NBai
Home Builders Association (NAHB), their lozdicaasaad their community. Since 1975, WBA h
awarded only 34 members with this honordogthenl bngoing commitment to the home buitdi

try in Wisconsin.

Julie has been an active member of the Raciha-Beiers Association (RKBA) since 1
is a two-time winner of their Associate of teardaAt the state level she served two years as
Associate representative Senior Officer amhisiéeVDirector by virtue of having servedmbde
years as a Director. Congratulations!!
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Sponsor a RKBA Monthly Lunch

Have RKBA members and guests learn more about what your com-
; pany has to offer.

As a Luncheon Sponsor, you will be entitled to:

An 8 foot table for displaying your products or services

! 2
oD $! . . . .
A few minutes at the meeting to describe your business
2( + "*ll
* - An article about your business in the RKBA Builder Beat
$ Newsletter
@3 Cost: $75.00
H--( )
Please contact the RKBA Office if interested in a speaiith.
# $ % 262-886-5901
& $
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Premium Banner Ad: 1 available)

(will be placed at the very top of each page) - Will be placed on top of the website on all pages. Ad will be
"clickable" to hyperlink to individual advertisers' web sites. -

704 pixels wide by 100 pixels high - jpeg file format - resolution of 72dpi or higher.(if needed, we can help
you create the ad to the Specs needed)

3 month contract-$225.00 ($75.00 a month) ' g
@atured Banner Ad: (8 available) A)

(will be placed in scrolling area and will rotate between multiple advertisers...ad will be “clickable” to hyper- #P %"l 1 &
link to individual advertisers' web sites. -

500 pixels wide by 54 pixels high. - jpeg file format - resolution of 72dpi or higher. (if needed, we can help
you create the ad to the Specs needed)
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Premium Banner Ad: 2 total available) - 3 month contract-$225.00 ($75.00 a month)

Featured Banner Ad: (8 available)- " I*) Fl) [ENNNANNANN) JJJIJ
A "> 133333333333333333333333333333330 JJ333333333333339
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